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This is the story of the last, desperate, heartbreaking, cruel year of the Civil War. For the writing
of A Stillness At Appomattox Mr. Catton won the National Book Award for distinguished non-
fiction, the citation for which reads: "Mr. Catton has combined historical accuracy with poetic
insight to present the story of the Army of the Potomac in the final year of the Civil War. Writing
from the point of view of the citizens who found themselves soldiers he has reaffirmed the great
American tradition of a peace-loving people who, faced with necessity, can also produce
greatness in war."

From Library JournalA historian with the South Carolina Department of Archives and History,
Power has written an excellent study of life in the Army of Northern Virginia in the Civil War's final
year. The result is an outstanding example of the new military history similar in type and quality
to Reid Mitchell's Civil War Soldiers (LJ 9/15/88) and James McPherson's For Cause and
Comrades (LJ 3/15/97). Exhaustively researched, this revised doctoral dissertation is based on
a wide variety of letters and diaries drawn from manuscript sources throughout the Confederate
South. In chronological fashion, Power traces the men's cautious optimism after the Wilderness
campaign, where soldiers wrote of "high spirits," to the rampant despair of the spring of 1865.
Power covers the standard topics: morale, rations, home front, and the like. His very well-written
book gives readers a you-are-there experience, and the final chapter is a superb
historiographical overview of recent titles in the field. A final note on the title: Victor Hugo's
classic had just been translated into English when some of Lee's more literate soldiers adopted
the title to suit their own situation.?Stephen G. Weisner, Springfield Technical Community Coll.,
MACopyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistIn an exceedingly solid
volume, Power depicts the Army of Northern Virginia during its last year. His portrait is based in
thorough study of the correspondence of hundreds of officers and enlisted men, far too many of
whom did not survive the fighting, poor medical care, disease, and sheer starvation that together
hammered Lee's army down to the shadow of itself that surrendered at Appomattox. The letters
discussed every possible aspect of the soldiers' existence, with the usual nineteenth-century
exception of their sex lives. As Power cites them, they movingly indicate the continued devotion
of so many Confederates to their increasingly doomed cause, and they are frank about the
extent to which declining morale, straggling, and outright desertion set in toward the end of
1864. Although casual Civil War buffs may find Power's work somewhat daunting, serious
students of the conflict will find it thoroughly compelling. Roland GreenFrom Kirkus ReviewsA
vivid history of the final year of the Civil War as experienced by Lee's Army of Northern Virginia,
drawing heavily on documentary sources. Historian Power (Univ. of South Carolina) has
examined some 1,200 letters and diaries by more than 400 officers and enlisted men of Lee's



Army, and uses them very effectively to give a human face to the war from the spring campaigns
of 1864 up to Lee's surrender in April 1865 at Appomattox. By going to the war's true experts,
the combat soldiers, Power undercuts the two most common flaws in Civil War studies: the
glamour and romance with which some narratives are burdened and the dull emphasis on
strategic studies, at the expense of the reality of combat. Instead, the reader experiences
something of the common soldier's loneliness and boredom, his yearning for loved ones at
home, as well as the long hot marches, the overwhelming pressures and excitement of close
combat, the widespread illness resulting from poor diets, the grief felt from the maiming and
death of comrades, and the persistent hatred of the invading Yankees. The letters also
demonstrate that as late as 1864 many soldiers still held an unduly optimistic view of the likely
outcome. They also, of course, had an unwavering faith in Lee's abilities. Power uses these
sources to give a gripping portrait of the terrible, bloody battles of the Wilderness, Spotsylvania,
and Cold Harbor, Sheridan's victories in the Shenandoah Valley, the long sieges of Richmond
and Petersburg, and the fall of Atlanta. He traces the increasing exhaustion and despair of the
Southern combatants and noncombatants, and the growing realization that the war was losta
realization mirrored in the swelling desertion rates in a once proud army. A first-rate, profoundly
realistic addition to the enormous Civil War library, powerfully bringing home the experience of
combat and defeat. -- Copyright ©1998, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.ReviewAn
excellent study of life in the Army of Northern Virginia in the Civil War's final year. The result is an
outstanding example of the new military history. . . . [Power's] very well-written book gives
readers a you-are-there experience, and the final chapter is a superb historiographical overview
of recent titles in the field.--Library JournalFrom the Inside FlapA vivid account of life in Robert E.
Lee s Army of Northern Virginia during the final year of the Civil War. Based on more than 1200
letters and diaries written by soldiers.About the AuthorJ. Tracy Power is a historian with the
South Carolina Department of Archives and History.From The Washington Post...a classic Civil
War study--immensely useful to the historian, vigorous and enlightening to the common reader.
It is a glimpse into the American soul: what is best and worst about us, our riches and griefs,
discontents, yearnings, murderous urges, and abiding faith.Read more
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charles thornton, “Lincoln, Grant and the Civil War: Avoiding Two Nations. The book was
fabulous. Before reading it I had little appreciation of the sacrifices of the soldiers (on both
sides), of the importance of Lincoln and Grant and of how close we came to having a permanent
divided nation.”

Lauretta Hart, “A must read for a serious examination of the Civil War.. Final volume of Bruce
Catton's Civil War history of the Army of the Potomac. Not just battles and casualty numbers;
not just compelling individuals and anecdotes; not just the hows and whys; all that plus an
examination of what it meant to the country to be at war with itself.”

carolynmg, “accurate portrayal. I bought this for my father who is a Civil War enthusiast end
LOVES them. I bought the original copy from 1955 - he really enjoyed the antique aspect of it.
VERY good books -detailed and accurate.  I would quickly recommend”

Ebook Library Reader, “excellent service, would be happy to order again from .... As listed,
excellent service, would be happy to order again from these folks. Spectacular book.”

Susi E. Laabs, “He is a Civil War Buff and absolutely loved them.. These items were a gift for my
nephew. He is a Civil War Buff and absolutely loved them.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Five Stars. My experience was Excellent. Condition of the books and
time of delivery were great. I was very satisfied.”

J. R., “Great Personal Stories. A very good book written by an author who displayed indepth
thoughts of privates and generals how they interacted during the battles. Extremely detailed but
well written. It did end very abruptly, wish there could have been more to the end of the book.”

The book by Mark Savitske has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 21 people have provided feedback.
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